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Interview of Eugene Lewis MacFarlane by Larry Vredenburgh April 24, 1983, at his home in 
Sedona, Arizona. 
 
Eugene is the son of Nowland McFarlane and Rosa Eugena Alf.  He is now 65 years old.  He has a son, 
Andrew Lewis.  He had an older brother John, now dead, and has a sister Thelma.   
 
His father was the son of John McFarlane and Annie Nowland.  Nowland was 5 when his father was killed 
in the gun battle at Ivanpah.  He had 3 older sisters.  After John was killed Nowland was raised by the 
Garners and the Brunns.  The Brunns were Jewish and owned the San Bernardino mercantile business that 
supplied Ivanpah.  Because of his stay with them he picked up some Jewish traditions. Years later, he 
continued to eat matzo. Mrs. Garner had 10 children of her own and Nowland often played with them. One 
day when Mrs. Garner called her kids Nowland came too.  He stayed for dinner and she helped raise him. 
 
After a time Annie married William McFarlane, John's brother.  Annie had previously been married to 
Silvanius D. Young, a mine timberer in the Comstock, he died of miners consumption in 1871.  At age 11 
Nowland hired on as general help at Glen Helen Ranch, at that same time the cook had quit, and indicating 
he knew how to cook Nowland soon became the camp cook.  Nowland worked on the ranch punching 
cattle until he was 15.  He became a proficient rider during these years.  
 
In the late 1880's, prior the Vanderbilt rush William, Nowland's stepfather was operating the mill at 
Ivanpah.  William was superintendent of the Gold Bronze mine at Vanderbilt and Nowland opened a store 
in Vanderbilt at age 18.  He grubstaked George Simmons who found turquoise at Crescent.  That property 
was sold to Chicago interests.  He also grubstaked Pete Kemple who had discovered the Cocoweef caves.  
With money Nowland received from these grubstakes he put himself through medical school in San 
Francisco. 
 
The McFarlands immigrated from Scotland to Ireland in the 1600s, remaining there only a brief time, they 
emigrated to Maryland in 1690 (?). They drifted into Pennsylvania, where Andrew, the oldest was born.  
The family then went to Ohio Territory.  Andrew left home at 16 and went to Oregon.  During the Gold 
Rush he came to the Mother Lode, he was one of the first into Yosemite, although this isn't recorded.  
Andrew found the Long Tom mine in Mineral King in 1850.  He sold it around 1857 for about $20,000.  
After the sale he went to San Francisco to have a "blow out."  While there he went to have dinner.  The 
waiter who served him his soup put his thumb in the bowl. Andy told him to remove his thumb twice, the 
Italian waiter unable to understand English didn't comply - so Andy shot off his thumb.  This was the 
period Vigilantes ruled San Francisco - and Andy's only defense was that if he wanted to kill the man he 
would have.  None-the-less he ended up in San Quentin.  He managed to send a man on horseback to his 
brother John in Mineral King to bring money from the sale of the mine.  He arrived and after spreading 
bribe money around liberally Andy was set free. 
 
In 1863 to 1864 Andrew, John and Baker, the surveyor for whom Bakersfield is named, built a toll road 
across Walker Pass.  This route linked Visalia, the nearest town to San Francisco to the new booming 
desert discoveries.  At this time Andy also farmed in Visalia.  In the summer of 1865 they sold the road 
and John crossed Death Valley with two mules headed to Goodsprings, and began prospecting the East 
Mojave. 
 
One-by-one at the McFarlane siblings had left home and headed west to join the others.  Annie Mitchell a 
historian in Visalia wrote Eugene to relate a story she found.  In the early 1860s in the Kernville area is 
where all the McFarlanes had congregated.  One sister, who was 18 had died, Thomas who was closest in 
age to her was quite broken up and was crying.  A local fellow chided him for crying and Thomas told him 
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to shut up.  Again he warned him to quit, when he didn't Thomas shot him, but apparently not hurting him 
too badly, for he lunged at nearby Andrew with a knife, wounding him.  Then Andrew took out his gun 
shooting him seven times.  How he survived is not known, but he walked a short distance to town where a 
friend of his had been shot dead the day before and was lying under a sheet in a make-shift morgue.  He 
walked in and uncovered the table where his friend was laying and laid down next to him, announcing he 
would soon be joining him.  Although both Andrew and the other fellow were expected to die neither did.  
 
While working on the toll road the men crossing would bring back tales of riches in the desert.  Also during 
this time they came to know John Moss a successful desert prospector and explorer.  John was a captain in 
the California column in Fort Mojave. 
 
Of all the brothers, Andrew, John, Tom and William (from oldest to youngest), Andrew is the most colorful.  
He was among the first to homestead at Fawnskin in the San Bernardino Mountains.  Fawnskin received its 
name from a fawnskin Andy had tacked to his log cabin.  When the railroad received title to the property, 
he lost his land although on occasion he still hunted out of his cabin.  He wore buckskin clothes and must 
have looked like a real mountain man.  On one occasion he was walking a trail with a man named Keller 
when they came upon a grizzly bear. Keller yelled at Andy to shoot it.  But he pulled out his bowie knife 
and slew it.  Andy was a professional hunter for the construction crews of the California Southern. He was 
also a pilot for Platte River Parties.  He was in Bodie during the hey-day during the 1870s.  One saloon 
had a windowless room in back, where if there was a fight in front they would toss the two in this room with 
two bowie knives, a fight to the finish.  One day he was in there three times.  Over time Andy had several 
indian women as concubines, but he is known to have married a white girl Jennie Lightfoot.  He had two 
boys by her when they lived in northern Tulare County.  They may have drifted into Arizona.  Andy died 
in San Bernardino in 1905 at the age of 75. 
 
The McFarlanes had prospected Coso, the Slate Range, and Panamint Range, presumably in the 1860s.  
But they are most often linked with Ivanpah.  Thomas claimed he found ore at Ivanpah but it was probably 
Andy, and Thomas was just along for the ride.  Before the mill was erected, there was a small furnace in 
the canyon below the Beatrice mine. 
 
The mill at Ivanpah was originally in Colorado.  It may be that this is the same mill Matt Palen reportedly 
erected, and Winchester, who was assayer in Ivanpah, went to the New York mountains and purchased 
Palen's mill and then added more machinery. 
 
Since there wasn't sufficient water at Ivanpah for the mules, water was developed at Mescal Spring.  One 
evening when Mr. Orr lay in his bunk in a rock cabin at the spring, he recognized mineralization in one of 
the rocks the cabin was constructed. Then he headed up the draw with Morgan and discovered the Mescal 
Mine.  William bought the property in 1881 or 1882.  A fellow named Hopkins bought it with the 
understanding he would get if he erected a mill, which he did about 1886.  Three adobe structures were 
built here by Nevarras (of Eagle Borax Fame, an assay office, a boarding house, and the superintendents 
house.  Nevarras also built the assay office for Bidwell at Ivanpah and the Alf's home in Daggett. 
 
In 1906 Sidney E. "Boots" Yates was using the boarding house with his cattle ranching.  But Yates was 
failed to clean snow from the roof, and the snow caused the structure to collapse. 
 
Yates came in the area about 1904 he had his headquarters at Valley Wells, where he lived until his death in 
1923.  One morning his horse bucked off Yates and struck him with a hoof as he fell, rupturing his aorta. 
They called Nowland to come from Los Angeles to his aid which he did. His condition was stable but poor.  
About 2 months later they called Nowland out again, this time Yates died.  He left his wife, a beautiful 
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full-blooded Piute and two daughters. One daughter graduated from one of the Southern California colleges 
(Pasadena or Claremont) and she married a governor of New Mexico about 1938.  Mrs. Yates died in an 
auto accident in 1934. Both are buried at Valley Wells1. 
 
During the 1930s Nowland allowed a man with tuberculosis to live at the Mescal mine camp and a small 
addition for him was added to the assay office.  However, the two had a falling out when he and several 
friends killed hundreds of rabbits and left them in a pile at the camp.  One fellow who was living at Kessler 
Spring at that time had adopted a cotton tail rabbit which he pampered by going to the extreme of going to 
Las Vegas for lettuce.  The fellow who was living at Mescal Spring went so far as to drive to Kessler 
Spring and shot that rabbit too.  He left Kessler Spring with a shot in the tail-end of his car. 
 
The mill at Mescal was freighted there by Eugene's maternal grandfather Seymore Alf of Daggett.  The 
steam engine was from a Mississippi steamboat.  Alf freighted borax out of Death Valley and helped build 
the railroads across the desert.   One of his customers was Mr. and Mrs. Riggs.  They owned a mine in the 
Silurian Hills and when they came in they would invariable sleep the night inside the mule corral, with their 
rich load of silver ore. 
 
The adobe structures had shake roofs until 1911 or 1912 when sheet iron was put up. In 1936 this sheet iron 
was marked by Nowland and Eugene with Nowland's mark, "76". This stood for the year 1876, the year 
Nowland was born.  The mescal mill was sold in 1914 for scrap iron. 
 
Before World War II the McFarlanes had claims on the mine later knows as the Sulfide Queen, now 
Molycorp's rare earth mine.  When that mine was put up the sheet metal disappeared from the roof of the 
superintendents house to skirt mobil homes at Mountain Pass.   To finish off the assay office an article was 
written in treasure magazine that said gold was buried in it, and someone meticulously disassembled the 
assay office brick-by-brick only to melt back into the earth. 
 
Nowland served as a dentist in Daggett around the turn of the century, before he moved his practice to Los 
Angeles and his home to the San Fernando Valley.  He had a beautiful old dentist chair he obtained when 
he bought out the practice of the previous dentist in Daggett.  When Walter Knott bought up Calico, he put 
a "boot hill" sign over the cemetery, implying there had been many gun-fight victims buried there.  But, 
actually Calico was a quiet camp.  Nowland was furious and vowed Knott would never get his chair, and 
eventually he sold it to a junk man.  Nowland could walk through the cemetery and tell you almost 
everyone buried there. 
 
OTHER NOTES. 
 
Apparently Thomas did kill the man in the story (or perhaps this is another man?). In the Oak Grove 
Cemetery, Glennville, Kern County, County there is a headstone for a Ellis Radford d. 1860. Shot by Tom 
McFarlane.  
See: http://www.calarchives4u.com/cemeteries/kern/oak-grove.txt (Accessed May 1, 2010) 
 

For more on the Yates family see the account by Sara Yates Miles in Casebier, Dennis G., 1988, Guide to 
the East Mojave Heritage Trail, Ivanpah to Rocky Ridge, Tales of the Mojave ROad Publishing Company: 
Norco, CA., pp. 205-215. 
 
The Colosseum Mine.  A tunnel was driven through the mountain perhaps 1915-1918. Ore was milled at 
Mesquite Dry Lake. Godshall owned this. 
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In the early years the route from Visalia to the mines in the east Mojave was through Leach Lake (also 
known as Leach's Trough). Later it was from Los Angeles through Cronese Lake, Red Pass then Silver 
Lake and Hollaran Spring. 
 
In 1947 or 1948 all of the second generation McFarlanes got together in Daggett, they were all in their 70s 
or 80s at the time. 
 


